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Theme of the Course and Objectives 
 

For centuries, Europe has struggled with war, conquest, and instability. Today, the trend 
towards unity and peace seems to prevail as European cooperation and integration have deepened in 
the past 60 years. At the same time, disagreements over Iraq, recent financial crisis in Europe and 
the importance of domestic politics demonstrate that cooperation is fragile as states seek to balance 
their domestic interests with their role as members of integrated European community. This course 
examines international relations of the EU and other non-EU states. It focuses on the role of power 
and cooperation in European relations and examines possible tensions between states‟ inclination to 
maintain sovereignty but also to cooperate. 

 
At the end of the course, students will gain a much deeper understanding of Europe‟s 

international relations and be in a position to make predictions about future trends in such areas as 
EU‟s common foreign policy and Europe‟s relations with China, Russia, Africa, and the United 
States. Students will be able to intelligently discuss existing problems facing Europe and understand 
the impact of power and domestic politics in international relations.  
 

 
Required Readings 
 
 You may access the readings from the library‟s online resources or directly from a link 
provided on the syllabus. Some readings will be posted on the course‟s website (* denotes course 
website).   

 
Textbook:  
 
Bindi, Federiga (ed.) (2012). The Foreign Policy of the European Union: Assessing Europe’s Role in the World. 

Washington, D.C.: Brookings Institution Press.  

 
Other Readings: 

 
Dempsey, Judy (2014). “Europeans Shun Even Their Soft Power Tools,” Carnegie Europe, July 23, 
http://carnegieeurope.eu/strategiceurope/?fa=56229 
 
Joffe, Josef (2011). “The Euro Widens the Culture Gap,” The New York Times, September 12,  
http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2011/09/12/will-culture-clash-splinter-the-european-
union/the-euro-widened-the-culture-gap 
 
Kupchan, Charles (2002). “The End of the West,” The Atlantic, 29:4:42-44, 
http://www.theatlantic.com/past/docs/issues/2002/11/kupchan.htm 
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Levy, Jack S. (1990/1991). “Preferences, Constraints, and Choices in July 1914,” International Security, 
15:3-151-186. 
 
Lewis, Jeffrey (2009). “EU Policy on Iraq: The Collapse and Reconstruction of Consensus-Based 
Foreign Policy,” International Politics, 46:4:432-450. 
 
Mearsheimer, John (2004). “Power and Fear in Great Power Politics," in G.O. Mazur, ed., One 
Hundred Year Commemoration to the Life of Hans Morgenthau (1904-2004) (New York: 
Semenenko Foundation, 2004), pp. 184-196, access pdf from, http://mearsheimer.uchicago.edu/all-
pubs.html (find it under Articles). 
 
Mearsheimer, John (2010). “Why Is Europe Peaceful Today?,” European Political Science, 9:2:3, access 
pdf from, http://mearsheimer.uchicago.edu/all-pubs.html (find it under Articles). 
 
Moravcsik, Andrew and Mareike Kleine (2011). “The EU Will Last,” The New York Times, September 
12,  
http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2011/09/12/will-culture-clash-splinter-the-european-
union/the-eu-is-viable-despite-member-differences 
 
Mullerson, Rein (2012). “From Democratic Peace Theory to Forcible Regime Change,” Eurozine, 
access from, http://www.eurozine.com/articles/2012-08-22-mullerson-en.html 
 
Ripsman, Norrin and Levy, Jack (2008). “Wishful Thinking or Buying Time?” International Security, 
33:2: only 158-180. 
 
Schroeder, Paul. (1992). “Did the Vienna Settlement Rest on a Balance of Power?‟‟ The American 
Historical Review, 97:3:683-706. 
 
Smale, Alison (2014). “Germany Puts Curbing Russia Ahead of Commerce,” August 13, The New 
York Times, http://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/14/world/europe/ukraine-crisis-hardens-germany-
against-russia-an-old-partner.html?_r=0. 
 
Smith, Nicholas (2014). “Why the West Should Reflect on Its „Russia Strategy‟,” New Eastern 
Europe, August 11, http://www.neweasterneurope.eu/articles-and-commentary/1290-why-the-
west-should-reflect-on-its-russia-strategy. 
 
Vasquez, John (1996). “The Causes of the Second World War in Europe,” International Political Science 
Review, 2:161-178. 
 
Zimmermann, Hubert (2007). “Realist Power Europe? The EU in the Negotiations about China‟s 
and Russia‟s WTO Accession,” Journal of Common Market Studies, 45:4:813-832. 

 
Students are strongly encouraged to follow news pertaining to Europe. The Economist has a good 
weekly coverage of European politics. You may also find it useful to browse BBC Europe. 
 
Course Requirements 
 

Students will be responsible for reading the assigned material before each class and 
discussing some of the readings during the lecture. We will have two exams consisting of multiple-
choice, short-answer, and essay questions. You will have two additional assignments. Finally, you are 
responsible for participation in class discussions. 
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Midterm         20% 
Final Exam         25% 
Assignment #1: Group Analysis Project/Presentation    25% 
Assignment #2: Simulation Activity      20%               
Participation (class discussions, exercises)     10%  
 
Exams:  Multiple-choice, short answer, and essay 
 
Assignments:  In the first assignment, you will work with a group of people to analyze a case of 
EU‟s foreign policy. I will give you some options to choose from or you may choose to find your 
own case. Your group‟s task will be to write a short briefing (~ 5 pages in length) that analyzes the 
role of power and cooperation in the conduct of a particular foreign policy. The goal in this activity 
is for you to examine the tensions between national politics/interests and the ideals of international 
cooperation in solving major international problems. Your group will deliver a short class 
presentation on the briefing.   
 
In the second assignment, you will participate in a simulation activity about international relations of 
Europe. You will be assigned a role and your group will write a short report about your strategies in 
the simulation (~3 pages). Our simulation activity will be conducted online, and there is a small fee 
($12) to purchase the simulation activity for each participant. More information to follow later in the 
semester. 
 
Participation:   You are asked to come to class and actively participate during our discussions. 
Please read the assigned material before each class so that we can have a lively exchange of ideas. 
Attendance during simulation and your group‟s presentation is required. 
 
Grade Assignment:  
 

A     94-100         B+ 87-89        C+     77-79              D+     67-69 
A-     90-93         B    84-86        C      74-76     D       64-66         
           B-   80-83        C-      70-73               D-     60 -63      F<60 

 
Class Rules: 
 
 

1) Exams and assignments are to be turned in on the assigned dates. No make ups will be 
allowed unless an emergency occurs and is properly documented (for example, a doctor‟s 
note is provided). Attendance and participation during simulation activity and your 
group‟s presentation is MANDATORY. Failure to attend during the simulation and 
during your group‟s presentation will result in major grade deduction (10 points per 
missed session).  

 
2) Please act respectfully towards the instructor and other students. Talking, sleeping, 

texting, etc. in class distracts everyone from learning.  
 

3) Students must be aware of university rules concerning cheating and plagiarism. Please 
see university website if you have questions about what constitutes plagiarism. 

 
4) Students who wish to use a laptop in class to take notes may do so only for that purpose. 

You are not allowed to browse the internet, check e-mail, and chat during class.  
 



5) Failure to turn in any of the assignments or take any of the exams will constitute grounds 
for a failing grade in the course. Failure to attend any of the simulation sessions will 
result in a failing grade as well. 

 
6) Assignments should be turned in at the beginning of class. Late papers will be penalized 

in the following manner: ten points will be deducted per day for any paper that is not 
turned in at the beginning of class. Please do not email your papers or drop them in the 
office (unless previously consulted with me) but bring them to class.  Thank you. 

 
7) Students dissatisfied with their grade shall not discuss their exam/paper grades with the 

professor immediately after the exams/papers are returned. If you wish to speak with me 
regarding your grade, you must wait 48 hours and then make an appointment to see me 
during office hours. Pressuring the professor to increase your grade constitutes a form of 
unprofessional behavior and will not be accepted. I reserve the right to dismiss any 
student from the course permanently if a student threatens, pressures, or tries to bully 
the professor. 

 
8) Students with disabilities who are enrolled in this course and who will be  

requesting documented disability-related accommodations are encouraged to make an 
appointment with the Office of Disability Services during the first week of classes 
(#610-758-4152). After approval for accommodations is granted, please submit your 
accommodations letter to me as soon as possible. 

 
 

Course Schedule 
Week 1  
 
  Mon. August 25 
 

I. Introduction: Course Outline & Overview  
 

  Wed. August 27 
 

II.  The State of European Democracy Today: Movie—Euromania 
 
      
Week 2 
 
    Mon. September 1 

 
       III.       The Rise of Modern Europe 

 
a) Peace of Westphalia and the rise of states 
b) The concept of sovereignty, nation, and states 

 
   Wed. September 3 
 
       IV.      The Role of Power in International Relations 

 
a) What is power and why does it matter in IR? 
b) Anarchy, security dilemma, and alliances 

 



Mearsheimer (2004), 184-196 (access directly from the syllabus) 
 

Week 3 
   
    Mon. September 8 
 
         V.     The Role of Domestic Politics in International Relations 

 
a) How do domestic politics affect states‟ foreign policy? 
b) The uniqueness of democratic systems 
c) The role of individuals in IR 
 
Mullerson, (access directly from the syllabus) 

 
 
    Wed. September 10 
 
          VI.   Case Study: Napoleonic Wars and the Concert of Vienna 

 
d) How do we explain Napoleon‟s aggressive foreign policy? 
e) The role of power and domestic politics  
f) Concert of Vienna: power politics or cooperation? 
 
Schroeder, 683-706 (*) 
 

   Week 4 
 
      Mon. September 15 
 

     VII.  Case Study: Power, Domestic Politics and War in the European System: World War I 
 

a) How do we explain the onset of World War I? 
b) What role did security dilemma, alliances, and concerns for power play in the onset 

of war? 
c) What was the impact of domestic politics? 
 
Levy, 151-186 (LO) 

  
    Wed. September 17 
 

VIII. Case Study: Power, Domestic Politics and War in the European System: World War II 
 

a) How do we explain the onset of World War II? 
b) What role did security dilemma, alliances, and concerns for power play in the 

onset of war? 
c) What was the impact of domestic politics? 

 
      Vasquez, 161-178 (LO); Ripsman & Levy, only 158-180 (LO) 

 
Week 5 
 
   Mon. September 22 



 
IX.  From Power Politics to Cooperation in International Relations 

 
a) How do states manage to cooperate in an anarchic system? 
b) What is the role of international organizations, reciprocity, and interdependence in 

cooperation? 
c) What challenges remain? 

 
    Wed. September 24  
 

X. The Rise of the European Union 
 

a) How did the EU evolve over time from the European Coal and Steel Community 
to what it is today? 

b) Understanding policymaking in the EU 
 

                   Bindi, Ch.1 (textbook) 
 
Week 6 
 
      Mon. September 29 
 
          XI.     Deepening Integration: The EU and Its Neighbors 

 
a) Why deeper integration? What are the costs and benefits of enlargement? 
b) EU‟s relations with the Balkans and Turkey:  Are there limits to integration? 
 
Roding, Ch.9 (textbook) & Joseph, Ch. 10 (textbook)  

 
        Wed.  October 1 
 
          XII.   Developing Common Foreign Policy: Myth or Reality? 
 

a) What does it mean to have a common foreign policy for European states? 
b) What are the challenges and benefits of such a policy? 
c) Case Study: EU Policy on Iraq 
 
Lewis, 432-450 

 
Week 7 
 
      Wed. October 8 
 
           XIII.   The European Neighborhood Policy: Dealing with „Difficult‟ States and Promoting 
                        Human Rights 
 

a) To what extent have European states embraced a common foreign policy toward 
Russia, Ukraine, and Belarus and to what extent have states pursued an 
independent agenda? 

b)  What drives European neighborhood policy: geopolitics or values? 
c) What can be done to reduce tensions with Russia over Ukraine? Creative exercise 
 



Giusti and Penkova, Ch. 7 &8 (textbook); Ferreira-Pereira Ch.19 (textbook); Smith 
(online) http://www.neweasterneurope.eu/articles-and-commentary/1290-why-the-
west-should-reflect-on-its-russia-strategy; Dempsey (online) 
http://carnegieeurope.eu/strategiceurope/?fa=56229; Smale (online) 
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/14/world/europe/ukraine-crisis-hardens-
germany-against-russia-an-old-partner.html?_r=0 

 
Week 8 
 
      Mon. October 13 
 

XIV.    Movie: The Right to Roam 
 
 
     Wed. October 15 
 
             XV.    Group Work: Case Studies of EU‟s Foreign Engagement        
 
Week 9 
 
    Mon. October 20 
 
                      Midterm   
 
   Wed. October 22 
 
            XVI.   Europe‟s Relations with the U.S.: Strategic Partnership or Competition for Power? 
 

a) Is Europe a rising superpower? What are the implications for this phenomenon in 
terms of conflict and peace? 

b) How can we characterize relations between Europe and the U.S.? What is the role 
of power in such relations? 

 
Kupchan, 42-44(access directly from the syllabus); Hamilton, Ch.13 (textbook); 
Mearsheimer (2010), 387-397 

 
Week 10 
 
    Mon. October 27 
 
          XVII.  Europe‟s Relations with China: Can Peace Prevail? 
 

a) To what extent are Europe‟s relations with China characterized by cooperation and 
to what extent is there tension and competition? 

b) What is the role of power in such relations? 
 
Caira, 263-273 (textbook); Zimmermann, 813-832 

 
    Wed. October 29 
 
        XVIII.     Group Presentations 
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Week 11 
 
    Mon. November 3 
 
 
        XIX.     Group Presentations 
 
   Wed. November 5 
 
              Professor Away 
 
Week 12 
 
     Mon. November 10 
 
         XX.    Group Presentations 
 
     Wed. November 12 
 
          XXI.     Europe‟s Relations with Africa: Lost Opportunities? 
 

a) The legacy of colonialism in Europe‟s relations with Africa 
b) Why has the EU missed the opportunities to engage more actively in Africa and 

what does this mean for the future of democratization and security? 
 
Carbone, Ch.16 (textbook) 

Week 13 
 
      Mon. November 17 
 
          XXII.    Economic Crisis in Europe: Is the Future of Integrated Europe Uncertain? 
 

a) Understanding the monetary and fiscal union and the onset of financial crisis 
b) To what extent do domestic interests threaten international cooperation in the 

EU? 
c) What to expect in the future? 

 
 Moravcsik and Kleine, 1 (access directly from the syllabus); Joffee 1 (access directly 
from the syllabus); Alderman, 1 (access directly from the syllabus) 

 
        Wed. November 19 
 
           XXIII.   Movie: Buy, Buy Europe 
  
 
Week 14 & Week 15 
 
       Mon. November 24, Mon. December 1 & Wed. December 4 
 
            XXIV.       Simulation Activity: International Relations of Europe 
 

 


