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Theme of the Course and Objectives 
 
 Since the end of the Cold War, the international community has witnessed a decrease 
in interstate conflict. Currently, intrastate, as opposed to interstate, conflicts account for 
majority of violence. The acts of genocide in the Balkans and in Rwanda demonstrate that 
intrastate conflicts are particularly bloody, often resulting in major humanitarian crises. What 
explains the onset of civil wars? What is the role of ethnicity in conflict initiation? How do 
average citizens turn into killers? Is democracy a solution to ethnic conflicts? And what is the 
role of international community in maintaining peace after the violence ends? 
 
 The course explores the occurrence of civil wars throughout the ages with special 
emphasis on post-Cold War conflicts. We will devote a considerable amount of time to 
studying causes of conflicts by focusing on the role of ethnicity, economic grievances, and 
elite manipulation on initiation of violence. We will also examine the importance of 
recruitment and opportunity in the onset of conflict. Lastly, the course will focus on conflict 
management by emphasizing specific tools for terminating and preventing animosity 
including the impact of international intervention, institutional design, and reconciliation. 
  
 At the end of the course, you should be able to analyze and apply major theoretical 
approaches to studying the causes of civil wars. By studying both the root and escalation of 
violence, you should be able to evaluate possible risks of conflict in specific countries. 
Finally, discussions, lectures, and assignments will help you employ a rigorous and more 
disciplined thinking in analyzing global problems. 
 
Required Readings 
 
1) Straus, Scott (2006). The Order of Genocide: Race, Power, and War in Rwanda.  
 Ithaca: Cornell University Press. 
 
2) di Giovanni, Janine (2003). Madness Visible: a Memoir of War. New York: Vintage 
 Books.  
 
3) Additional readings will be posted on E-reserve (* indicates that article/book chapter 

can be found on E-reserve; password: R) or you can access them from the library’s 
online resources (** indicates available in online resources). On rare occasions, you 
will access the reading from Angel; A next to the reading indicates Angel 
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Autesserre, Severine (2008). “The Trouble with Congo-How Local Disputes Fuel Regional 
 Conflict,” Foreign Affairs, May/June, p.94. 
 
Beah, Ishmael (2007). A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier. New York: Farrar,  
 Straus and Giroux, 138-152, 167-`78. 
 
Brass, Paul R. (2004). “Development of an Institutionalized Riot System in Meerut City,  
 1961-1982,” Economic and Political Weekly, October 30, 1-10.  
 
Collett, Moya (2006). “Ivorian Identity Construction: Ethnicity and Nationalism in the 

Prelude to Civil War,” Nations and Nationalism, 12, 4, 613-629. 
 
Cvijeto, Job (1993). “Yugoslavia’s Ethnic Furies,” Foreign Policy, 92, 52-75. 
 
El-zoghbi, Mayada and Tanjila Islam (2008). “Afghanistan Study: Revitalizing a Financial  
 Sector after Sustained Conflict,” report. USAID. 
 
Faris, Stephean (2007). “The Real Roots of Darfur,” The Atlantic, April, 67-69. 
 
Griswold, Eliza (2008). “God’s Country,” The Atlantic, March, 41-55. 
 
Grosby, Steven (1994). “The Verdict of History: The Inexpungeable Tie of Primordiality— 
 A Response to Eller and Coughlan,” Ethnic and Racial Studies, 17,1, 164-171.  
 
Gurr, Ted Robert (2000). Peoples Versus States: Minorities at Risk in the New Century.  
 Washington, D.C.: U.S. Institute of Peace, 105-132, 81-92. 
 
Hinton, A. 1998. “Why did You Kill? The Cambodian Genocide and the Dark Side of Face 

and Honor,” Journal of Asian Studies, 57,1, 93-122. 
 
Kahl, Colin H. (2006). States, Scarcity, and Civil Strife in the Developing World. Princeton, 
 Princeton University, 28-58. 
 
Kaplan, Robert D. (1994). “The Coming Anarchy,” The Atlantic, February, 44-76. 
 
Kaufmann, Chaim (1998). “When All Else Fails: Ethnic Population Transfers and Partitions 
 In the Twentieth Century,” International Security, 23, 120-156. 
 
Kuperman, Alan J. (2004). “Humanitarian Hazard: Revising Doctrines of 
 Intervention,” Harvard International Review, Spring 64-68. 
 
Long, William J. (2008). “Liberia’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission: An Interim 
 Assessment,” International Journal of Peace Studies, 13, 2, 1-14. 
 
Malaquias, Assis (2001). “Diamonds are a Guerrilla’s Best Friend: The Impact of Illicit 

Wealth on Insurgency Strategy,” Third World Quarterly, 22,3,311-325. 
 
O’Neill, Tom (2007). “Curse of the Black Gold: Hope and Betrayal in the Niger Delta,”  
 National Geographic, February, 97-117. 
 



Paris, Roland (2004). At War’s End: Building Peace After Civil Conflict. New York: 
 Cambridge University Press, 79-89, 179-211. 
 
Posen, Barry (1993). “The Security Dilemma and Ethnic Conflict,” in M.E. Brown (ed.)  

Ethnic Conflict and International Security, Princeton: Princeton University. 
 
Posner, Daniel (2004). “The Political Salience of Cultural Differences: Why Chewas and  
 Tumbukas are Allies in Zambia and Adversaries in Malawi,” American Political 
 Science Review, 98,4, 539-545. 
 
Power, Samantha (2001). “Bystanders to Genocide,” The Atlantic, 84-108. 
 
Regan, Patrick (1996). “The Conditions of Successful Third Party Intervention in Intrastate 
 Conflicts,” Journal of Conflict Resolution, 40,754-779 
 
Ross, Michael (2003). “Oil, Drugs, and Diamonds: How Do Natural Resources Vary  
 in Their Impact on Civil War,” in Karen Ballentine and  Jake Sherman (eds.). The 

Political Economy of Armed Conflict: Beyond Greed and Grievance. New York: Lynne 
Rienner, 47-73. 

 
Traub, James (2004). “Nation-Building,” The New York Times Magazine, April 11, 32-63. 
 
Walter, Barbara (1997). “The Critical Barrier to Civil War Settlement,” International  
 Organization, 51,3,335-364. 

 
Students are also encouraged to purchase a semester subscription to a major newspaper such  
as the New York Times, Washington Post, Christian Science Monitor, etc.  and read the news 
regularly. 
 
Course Requirements 
 

Students will be responsible for reading the assigned material before each class and 
for discussing some of the readings during the lecture. We will have two exams consisting of 
multiple-choice, definition, short-answer, and essay questions. You will have two additional 
assignments and a presentation. Finally, you are responsible for attendance and participation 
in class discussions. 
 
Midterm: Causes and Dynamics of Civil Wars     20% 
Final Exam: Conflict Management and Resolution    20% 
Assignment # 1: Analysis of Future Risks of Conflict    20% 
Assignment # 2: Raising Awareness about Intrastate Conflict   30% 
Participation         10% 
 
Exams:  Multiple-choice, definition, short answer, and essay 
 
Assignments:  In the first assignment, you will analyze the possible risk of conflict in a 
country you will select. By examining possible causes of conflict and opportunities for 
mobilization and conflict escalation, you will assess the extent to which you expect the 
country to experience intrastate violence. The paper, approximately 8 pages in length, 
requires some external research on your country of choice, but the main goal is to employ 



the studied material to critically examine the possibility of violence. In the second 
assignment, you will have a chance to explore your creative side. In this assignment, your 
task will be to write a proposal about raising awareness among people about the impact of 
civil wars on today’s international community. You are free to choose any method to 
promote awareness on any aspect of civil war as long as it is realistic. You are required to 
explain in a seven-page paper the method/tactic you propose, how it will work, and 
anticipate potential benefits and shortcomings. You will have to implement your proposal. 
You will meet with me briefly to discuss your ideas before proceeding.  I will provide more 
details about each assignment throughout the semester.  
 
Attendance and Participation:   You are asked to come to class and actively participate 
during our discussions. Please read the assigned material before each class so that we can 
have a lively exchange of ideas. You will sign your name on the attendance sheet placed on 
my desk before leaving the classroom. 
 
Grade Assignment:  
 

A     93-100         B+  87-89          C+     77-79            D+     67-69 
A-     90-92         B  83-86        C       73-76   D       63-66         
           B-    80-82        C-      70-72   F        62 and >  

 
Class Rules: 
 
 

1) Exams and assignments are to be turned in on the assigned dates. No make ups 
will be allowed unless an emergency occurs and is properly documented (for 
example, a doctor’s note is provided). Attendance and participation during 
assignment # 2 presentations is REQUIRED when others and you present. 
Attendance is also required during our “game” day. Failure to attend on these 
days will result in a seven-point deduction from your final participation grade. 
Participation is also required on the days we have two book discussions (please 
consult the syllabus for specific dates). Failure to attend during book discussions 
will result in a ten-point deduction from your final participation grade. 

 
2) Please act respectfully towards the instructor and other students. Talking and 

sleeping in class distracts everyone from learning. I trust that you will show 
respect to all around you.  

 
3) Students must be aware of university rules concerning cheating and plagiarism. 

Please see university website if you have questions about what constitutes 
plagiarism. 

 
4) Failure to turn in any of the assignments or take any of the exams will constitute 

grounds for a failing grade for the course. Presentation of the assignment is also 
part of the course requirement and thus failure to present will result in a failing 
grade for the course.  

 
5) Assignments should be turned in at the beginning of class. Late papers will be 

penalized in the following manner: ten points will be deducted per day for any 
paper that is not turned in at the beginning of class. Please do not email your 



papers or drop them in the office (unless previously consulted with me) but 
bring them to class.  Thank you. 

 
6) Students dissatisfied with their grade shall not discuss their exam/paper grades 

with the professor immediately after the exams/papers are returned. If you wish 
to speak with me regarding your grade, you must wait 48 hours and then make an 
appointment to see me during office hours. Pressuring the professor to increase 
grades constitutes a form of unacceptable behavior. The professor reserves a 
right to notify the dean if a student violates the rule of professional behavior. 

 
 

Course Schedule 
Week 1  
 
Wed. January 20 
 

I. Introduction: Course outline 
 
 
Week 2 
 
Mon. January 25 
 
     II.       Studying Civil Wars: Significance and Trends 

 
a) Civil wars, protests, and rebellions: what is the difference? 
b) Change in conflict patterns since the end of the Cold War? 
c) The importance of studying civil wars 

  
Kaplan, available at: http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/199402/anarchy 
 
 
Wed. January 27—Professor was out due to sickness (syllabus modified on January 30) 
 
 

Week 3 
 
   Mon. February 1 

 
III.       Causes of Conflict: Primordial  Explanations 

 
a) According to primordialism, why do ethnic differences and “ancient hatred” 

lead to conflict? Why does ethnicity matter? 
b) What role do sentiments and emotions play in primordial explanations of 

conflict? 
c) The weakness of primordial explanations 
 

       Cvijeto, 52-75**; Grosby, 164-171A 
 
 

http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/199402/anarchy


  Wed. February 3 
 

IV. Causes of Conflict: Constructivist Explanations 
 

a) The process of identity construction 
b) Case study: Identity construction in Ivory Coast 
 

        Collett, 613-629** 
 
 
Week 4 
 
Mon. February 8 
 

V. Causes of Conflict: Instrumental/Rationalist Explanations 
 

a)   The utility of organizing along ethnic lines  
b)   Political entrepreneurs and manipulation of identities 
c) Case study: Hindu-Muslim violence and elections in India 
d) Case study: Politics and Hindu-Christian violence in Nigeria 
e) The strengths and weaknesses of primordial, constructed, and instrumental 

explanations  
      
            Brass, 1-10; available at: 

http://www.paulbrass.com/work9.htm; Griswold, 41-55**;   
Posner, 529-545** 

  
 
 Wed. February 10 
 
   Snow Day 
 
Week 5 
 
Mon. February 15 
  

VI. Causes of Conflict: Discrimination and Economic Factors—Resource Scarcity 
and Resource “Curse” 

 
a) Patterns of economic, cultural and political discrimination: what matters 

more? 
b) What is the causal path linking resource scarcity to conflict? 
c) The role of the state in ameliorating scarcities 
d) What is the causal path linking resource abundance to conflict and how does 

it differ from the “scarcity” story? 
e) Case Studies: Violence in Kenya and Nigeria 
f) Why are some countries more prone to conflict in resource-rich areas than 

others?  
       

http://www.paulbrass.com/work9.htm


             Gurr, 105-132*; Kahl, 28-58*; Faris 67-69, available at: 
http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/200704/darfur-climate; O’Neill, 97-117, 
available at: http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2007/02/nigerian-oil/oneill-
text/1; 

 
 Ross, 47-73 (skim) available at: 

     http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/polisci/faculty/ross/OilDrugs.pdf 
 
 
 Wed. February 17 
  

VII. The Dynamics of Conflict Escalation: Recruitment, Group Cohesion, and 
Genocide 

 
a) Punishment, honor, fear—recruitment of soldiers and mass killers 
b) Case study: The killers in Cambodia and Rwanda 
c) Rumors and the role of uncertainty in recruitment 

 
         Straus, 122-152 (from the book); Hinton, 93-122**  
 
Week 6 
 
   Mon. February 22 
 

VIII. The Dynamics of Conflict Escalation: Creating the Opportunity 
 
a) What creates a security dilemma, and how is it related to conflict escalation? 
b) The role of the state in conflict escalation: the democratization challenge 
c)   Sustaining the violence: diminished state capacity and access to funding 
 

        Posen, 103-124 available at: http://web.mit.edu/polisci/faculty/B.Posen.html; Gurr 
81-91*; Malaquias, 311-325** 

 
 
  Wed.  February 24 
 

IX. Suggestions for Writing Analytical Papers  &  Developing Creative Projects 
 
 
Week 7 
 
   Mon. March 1 
 

X. Putting It All Together: Analyzing the Onset of Violence in the Case of Rwanda 
 

a) Which of the approaches to studying conflict initiation best explain genocide 
in Rwanda and why? 

b) What role did ethnic divisions play in this conflict? To what extent were 
divisions inherent, socially constructed, and/or exploited by the elites? 

http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/200704/darfur-climate
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2007/02/nigerian-oil/oneill-text/1
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2007/02/nigerian-oil/oneill-text/1


c) What was the role of the state in creating the opportunity for genocide? 
d) What, if anything, could have been done to prevent the genocide? 
 
 

           Straus, all  
 
    Wed. March 3 
 

XI. Conflict Management and Resolution: Commitment Problem in Civil War 
Settlement and the Role of Mediators  
 
a) Why are negotiations difficult in civil wars, and what can third parties do to 

minimize commitment problems? 
b) How does the environment in civil wars differ from the one encountered in 

interstate wars, and what role does the difference play in negotiating conflict 
termination? 

 
             Walter, 335-364** 
 
Week 8 
 
  Mon. March 8 
 
      XII.      Conflict Management and Resolution: External Interventions & Peacekeeping 
 

a) When do external interventions terminate conflict? When 
do such interventions prolong violence?: Motivation and Timing of 
Intervention 

b) Case Study: Rwanda and the politics of humanitarian intervention 
 

       Regan, 754-779** (skim); Power, 84-108 available online at: 
http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/200109/power-genocide 

 
 
   Wed. March 10 
  
     XIII.      An Evening with the Guest Speaker: Surviving the Genocide in Rwanda 
 
 
   Week 9 
 
  
   Mon. March 15     
 
            Midterm 
               
       
  Wed. March 17 
 

http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/200109/power-genocide


XIV. Film: Sometimes in April, Part I 
 
 
Week 10  
 
Mon. March 22  
 
      XV.      Film: Sometimes in April, Part II 
 
 
Wed. March 24  
 
 

XVI. Book Discussion: Madness Visible—Yugoslavia’s War Through the Foreigner’s  
Eyes 

 
 
   ASSIGNMENT #  1 DUE TODAY (MARCH 24) 
 
Week 11 & Week 12 
 
   Mon. April 12  
 
     XVII.     Conflict Management and Resolution: Peacekeeping Continues 

 
a)  Characteristics of successful and failed cases of peacekeeping 
b)  Peacekeeping in Congo: success or failure? 
 b)  The future of peacekeeping operations 

 
           Traub, 32-63**; Kuperman 64-68**, Autesserre, all ** 
 
 
 
 Wed. April 14 & Mon. April 19 
 

XVIII. Conflict Management and Resolution: Understanding Peacebuilding I—Partition, 
Federalism, Power-Sharing, and Democracy 

 
a) How does peacebuilding differ from peacekeeping? 
b) What are the strengths and weakness of the above political solutions to 

intrastate conflict? 
c) Why is there a strong tendency to push for the “democracy” approach, and 

under what conditions can such an approach be successful in resolving 
conflicts? 

d) Case Study: Democracy in Cambodia 
 
       Kaufmann, 120-156**; Paris, 179-211, 79-89* 

 
 
Week 12 & Week 13 



 
  Wed. April 21 & Mon. April 26 
 

XIX.  Conflict Management and Resolution: Understanding Peacebuilding II— 
Reconstruction and Reconciliation 
 
a) Rebuilding after the war: the challenge of economic recovery and combatant 

reintegration 
b) My neighbor the killer: Why is reconciliation more challenging in civil wars 

than in interstate conflicts?  
c) Local and national initiatives:  Transitional Justice, Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission; norms and conflict prevention 
d) Case Study:  TRC in Liberia  

 
         Beah, 138-152, 167-178*; El-zoghbi and Islam, 1-18, available at: 
 http://www.microlinks.org/ev_en.php?ID=26515_201&ID2=DO_TOPIC, 
 Long, 1-12A 
  
 
Week 13 & Week 14 
 
 Wed. April 28 & Mon. May 3 
 
 

XX. Game Activity: The Challenge of Bringing Peace after Conflict 
 
 
Week 14 
 
 Wed. May 5 
 
 

XXI.  ASSIGNMENT # 2 DUE AND PRESENTATIONS 
 
 
 

      FINAL EXAM GOOD LUCK!       (May 24th) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.microlinks.org/ev_en.php?ID=26515_201&ID2=DO_TOPIC


Ethnic Conflict & Genocide 
Assignment # 2: Civil War Awareness 
 
 
Your task in this assignment is to raise awareness about civil wars in general or about any 
aspect of conflict (for example, you may focus on peacekeeping, difficulty associated with 
conflict termination, mobilization of moderates in genocide, etc.). The assignment, designed 
to improve your thinking and creative skills, allows you to choose whatever method you 
want to execute your idea about civil wars. For example, if you have artistic talents and enjoy 
painting, you may think about raising awareness through drawings, paintings, etc. that may 
depict anything related to civil wars. You have the freedom to pursue what you like—do 
what you truly enjoy.  
 
Your idea, however, must be realistic so please avoid proposing grand projects that may take 
years to develop. You must test your idea by presenting it to five people or a group, 
depending on what you propose. For example, if you are thinking of using art to raise 
awareness, you should actually paint a sample picture or two and present it to people to see 
how they react.  If you are organizing an event, you must host the event before you submit 
the proposal to me. You must consult with me before you pursue your idea so we can 
discuss your plans and ways to execute them. Please email me before April 1, and tell me 
your idea and some basic information as to how you plan to execute it.  
 
In a six-page proposal, you will do the following: 
First, describe your idea.  
Second, describe how you plan to execute the idea. Who is the targeted audience? 
Third, describe why you chose this idea and how you think it can be helpful in raising 
awareness about civil wars.  
Fourth, describe potential problems with your idea and ways to address them. 
Fifth, test/present your idea to five people (non-family members) and describe people’s 
reactions to your project. Explain why/how you selected those people. 
Lastly, explain what you learned about ways to improve your project based on the 
testing/presentation stage.  
 
You will present your idea in class.  
 
Grading criteria: 

1) Is the student’s idea interesting/unique, and can it improve awareness about civil 
wars?  

2) Is the idea tangible?  Does it reflect effort/thinking?  
3) Did the student address all parts of the proposal? 
4) Is the student aware of the project’s strengths and weaknesses? 
5) Did the student test the project? 
6) Did the student consult with me about the project? 

 
 

  
 
 


